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Creative strategy to use

news media in Japan

RI District 2640 (Southern part of Osaka and Wakayama Prefec-
ture, Japan) planned a project to improve the awareness of Rotary
among the people in their communities. Their plan was a campaign
to inform people “What is Rotary” and “What Rotarians are doing”

r""" through the news media (newspaper and radio). The District used a
L arl F ] very creative approach in making use of the newspapers as a com-
munications tool.
Make Dreams Real Distributing of newspapers in Japan is very different from the U.S.

In Japan, most of the newspapers are delivered to the subscribers’

Rotary International Public Relations homes every morning and evening, and very few people purchase at

‘SU{:{: ESS STﬂHlES' the newspaper stands, except sports papers. Getting new subscribers
is important for the media companies to expand their business.
June 20059 The PR Chair of District 2640 negotiated with one of the major

newspaper companies that if the latter could have a column to report
p— about Rotary, in exchange he would ask the Rotarians in his District
o = to subscribe that newspaper.

His idea was very successful. The newspaper set up a new column
immediately and wrote about the history of Rotary and its services

RIZ{TDLIE—21—ALS%— 6AE (polio-plus, water, scholarships and so on) every Saturday for four-
r DS0EDH IR Ah—1)— teen weeks. Inreturn, the newspaper company got a significant num-
HFO#ISOH v JP SJ ber of new subscribers. (submitted by Pauline Leung)
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